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Philosophy Questions
1. Which of these can be known with certainty, according to David Hume?
 None of the above 
 2. Which of these is true of both rationalism and empiricism?
 Rationalism and empiricism are theories about knowledge
3. Which of these claims about rationalism is correct? 
Rationalism holds that the ability to reason distinguishes humans from other animals 
4. Which of these claims about empiricism is correct?
 Empiricism holds that knowledge rests on experience alone as its source 
5. Which of these statements is true?
Skepticism is the belief that knowledge with certainty is impossible 
6. According the Descartes, ideas can be known only if they meet specific criteria.   Which of these is included in those criteria? 
 Ideas must be innate
7. What is systematic doubt, according to Descartes? 
 A rationalist strategy for showing that skepticism is false 
8. What is the “evil genius” that Descartes writes of in Meditations? 
 The evil genius is a representation of skepticism 
9. Which of these quotes from Descartes expresses a position of solipsism?
“I was persuaded that there was nothing in all the world, that there was no heaven, no earth, that there were no minds, nor any bodies: was I not then likewise persuaded that I did not exist? Not at all; of a surety I myself did exist since I persuaded myself of something.” [Meditations, p. 9]
10. Why does Descartes (attempt to) prove God’s existence?
Descartes proves God’s existence to obtain knowledge of something other than himself
11. Descartes claims that God is not a deceiver, but he also admits that our senses often lead us to make errors and mistakes.  How does he explain this?
 Errors and mistakes are caused by exercising the will outside the boundaries of what is known or understood
12. Which of these is a property of minds, according to Descartes?
 None of the above 
13. Which of these is true of physical material bodies, according to Descartes?
Physical material bodies are able to interact with minds 
14. Which of these statements about impressions and ideas is true, according to Hume?
Impressions are more lively and imposing than ideas
 15. According to Hume, which of these claims about relations of ideas is correct? 
 Relations of ideas are known by way of the relation of cause and effect 
16. According to Hume, which of these claims about matters of fact is correct?
 All of the above
17. Which of these would Hume consider to be a meaningless idea? 
 The idea of an all-knowing God 
18. Which of these can be known with certainty, according to Hume? 
 Every triangle has three sides 
19. Which of these can be known with certainty, according to Hume? 
 That material objects exist
20. According to Hume, how are we able to form reliable expectations about future events? 
 According to Hume, we are not able to form reliable expectations about future events
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